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TAGS: OVIP SP (CORTINA, PEDRO) 

SUBJECT: VISIT OF SPANISH FOREIGN MINISTER 

FOR AMBASSADOR FROM THE SECRETARY 

1. I SHOULD APPRECIATE YOUR DELIVERING THE FOLLOWING MES- 
SAGE TO THE FOREIGN MINISTER ON MY BEHALF: 

QUOTE DEAR MR. MINISTER: I VERY MUCH REGRET THAT THE CIR- 
CUMSTANCES HAVE OBLIGED ME TO POSTPONE OUR MEETING IN 
WASHINGTON WHICH WE HAD SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 27. MY TRIP 
TO MOSCOW, WHICH I HAD EXPECTED TO TAKE PLACE EARLIER, HAD 
TO BE DELAYED AND NOW I SHALL GO AT THE END OF NEXT WEEK 
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AND NOT BE BACK IN WASHINGTON UNTIL LATE ON MARCH 28. 
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I HAVE GIVEN MUCH THOUGHT TO THE DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES 
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND SPAIN WHICH WE DISCUSSED 
DURING OUR BRIEF MEETING IN MADRID IN EARLY IANUARY. IT 
HAD, I THINK, ALWAYS BEEN UNDERSTOOD BETWEEN US THAT WHAT- 
EVER US-SPANISH DECLARATION EMERGED FROM OUR DISCUSSIONS 
WOULD BE GENERALLY PAR ATI. FI, IN NATURE TO BOTH THE ATLANTIC 
DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES AND THE DECLARATION BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES AND THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY. WE HAD HOPED TO 
MAKE GOOD PROGRESS ON THE OTHER TWO DECLARATIONS, BUT, AS 
I AM SURE YOU ARE AWARE, WE HAVE CONCLUDED THAT IT WOULD 
BE PREMATURE AT THIS TIME TO ENDEAVOR TO COMPLETE THE 
DECLARATION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE EUROPEAN 

COMMUNITY. IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES WE BELIEVE IT WOULD 
NOT BE DESIRABLE TO GO FORWARD ALONE WITH THE ATLANTIC 
DECLARATION. AT THE PRESENT TIME IT IS NOT CLEAR WHEN THE 
SITUATION WILL BE SUFFICIENTLY MATURE TO RESUME DISCUS- 
SIONS ON THESE TWO DECLARATIONS. 

SINCE YOU AND I HAD FELT THAT IT WOULD BE DESIRABLE TO 
MAINTAIN A CLOSE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES- 
SPANISH DECLARATION AND THE OTHER TWO DECLARATIONS, IT 
SEEMS TO ME THAT IT MIGHT BE PREFERABLE AT THIS TIME TO 
AWAIT FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS ON THOSE TWO DECLARATIONS BE- 
FORE PROCEEDING FURTHER ON OUR BILATERAL DECLARATION. 

IN THE EVENT THAT THE DELAY IN COMPLETING THE OTHER TWO 
DECLARATIONS SHOULD BE TOO LONG, WE MIGHT WANT TO CONSIDER 
INCORPORATING OUR BILATERAL DECLARATION WITHIN THE 
GENERAL FRAMEWORK OF THE EVENTUAL NEGOTIATIONS FOR THE 
RENEWAL OF OUR AGREEMENT ON FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION. 

I SHOULD BE MOST GRATEFUL TO YOU FOR YOUR THOUGHTS ON 
THIS QUESTION. 

IRRESPECTIVE OF WHAT MAY BE DECIDED ABOUT OUR BILATERAL 
DECLARATION, I WOULD OF COURSE BE VERY HAPPY TO RECEIVE 
YOU HERE IN WASHINGTON AND I WOULD HOPE THAT YOU MIGHT 
FIND IT CONVENIENT TO COME HERE SOMETIME DURING THE 
MONTH OF MAY. IF THIS WOULD BE CONVENIENT TO YOU, THEN 
WE MIGHT ASK OUR PEOPLE TO WORK OUT A MUTUALLY CONVENIENT 
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SPECIFIC DATE. I LOOK FORWARD TO HAVING YOUR VIEWS ON 
THESE MATTERS. 

WITH WARM REGARDS, HENRY A. KISSINGER. UNQUOTE. 

2. WE SHALL INFORM AMBASSADOR SAGAZ OF THE GENERAL TERMS 
OF THE ABOVE LETTER. KISSINGER 
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